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A. Reading Comprehension      (20 marks) 

Read the following passage carefully 

 
Diary of a Dancer 

 
Section A:  
Alicia carried the box to the attic and placed it next to all the other moving 
boxes.  She couldn’t believe how much stuff her grandparents had accumulated 
over the years.  And they insisted on bringing it all to their new house.  
       (Paragraph 1) 
 
Alicia walked to the window and peered down at the street below. The town was 
very quiet.  Alicia’s grandparents had a pool at their last house. This house was 
much smaller and the yard couldn’t fit a pool.  But the attic was interesting.  It 
was a full room with a low ceiling.  Alicia figured she could ask her grandparents 
if she could put a chair up there and maybe a table, too. It wouldn’t be a bad 
place to hangout.     (Paragraph 2) 
 
She saw a trunk in the corner and a book resting on the floor infront of it. Alicia 
picked up the book. The cover was blank, so she flipped through the pages. 
        (Paragraph 3) 
 
Answer the following questions 
 
A. Underline the correct answer.      (2 marks) 
 
1. At the beginning of this story Alicia was helping her (friends, grandparents, 
parents) move into a new house. 
 
2. The new house couldn’t fit a (pool, gym, bathroom) because it was too small. 
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B. Answer the following questions from the text :      (6marks) 
 
1. Which room did Alicia like best in this new house? 

________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What was Alicia going to ask her grandparents? 

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
3. Where did Alicia find the book? 

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
4. Find an adjective from paragraph 2 to describe the: 
 
 i)   town: _________________ 
 ii)  house:  _________________ 
 iii) ceiling: _________________ 
 
C. List the correct order of these events. Write 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th on the 
lines:            (2 marks) 
 
____ Alicia noticed a book on the floor. 
 
____ Alicia turned over the pages to see what the book was about. 
 
____ She thought that the attic would be a nice place to hangout. 
 
____ Alicia carried the box to the upper floor. 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams 2016, English Yr 5                                            Page 4 of 12 

Section B: 
 
“A diary!” Alicia said. She sat down and started to read.  The girl in the diary 
was amazing.  She was a dancer.  Alicia had always wanted to take dance 
classes, but she wasn’t the most graceful person.  She worried she’d embarrass 
herself.       (Paragraph 4) 
 
Alicia read the diary for a long time, until her grandmother walked into the attic 
room. 
 
“What do you have there?” Grandma Maggie asked. 
 
Alicia held up the diary, “I found this diary on the 
flour in front of the trunk.  I think it belonged to the 
girl who used to live here.” 
 
Grandma Maggie shook her head. “No sweety. That’s 
my old diary, from when I was about your age.” 
 
Alicia’s eyes widened, “You’re the girl in the diary? But she was a dancer.” 
 
Grandma Maggie twirled across the attic. “Yes, I was. Looks like I still 
remember a few things, too.” 
 
Alicia smiled. “I wish I knew how to dance.”        (Paragraph 5) 
 
Grandma Maggie looked around the attic. “ I think there will be enough room 
for a dance studio up here after we go through all these boxes. What do you say 
you help me sort through all this stuff, and then I’ll teach you a few things 
about dance?” 
 
“That would be great!” Alicia said, opening the box closest to her.   
              (Paragraph 6) 
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Answer the following questions: 
 
A. Tick (    ) to show whether each sentence is True or False:       (2 marks) 
 
 
 True False 

1. Alicia started reading the diary and she liked it.   

2. Alicia was an amazing dancer.   

3. The diary belonged to a singer.   

4. The diary was old.   

 
 
B. Answer the following questions from the text:   (5marks) 
 
1. Why didn’t Alicia take dance classes? 

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

2. When Alicia began reading the diary, to whom did she think it belonged? 

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

3. To whom did the diary really belong to? 

_________________________________________________________ 

4. What did Grandma Maggie suggest to do in the attic? 

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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5. What did Grandma Maggie promise Alicia if she helped her sort through all 
the stuff? 
___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 
C. Match the words in bold with their meaning. The first one has been done for 
you.          (3 marks) 
 
1. graceful  a place where an artist or a dancer works or learns 
2. trunk 1. attractive and lovely 
3. twirled  a large box 
4. studio  turned round and round 
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B. Language Tasks        (10 marks) 
 
1. Complete the following text.  The first one has been done for you as an 
example. (5 marks) 
 

Greetings Michelle, 
 
How are (to be) you and your family?  I _____  _______________ (to write) 
this letter because we all _______________ (to miss) you and the beautiful 
Maltese islands. The weather here _____ (to be) much colder than in Malta. 
 
At the moment, we _____  _______________ (to live) in a tiny cottage, very 
close to the mountains.  I _______________ (to go) for walks, every morning 
and I _______________ (to like) to wake up early and see the sunrise.  
 
Now, I _____  _______________ (to work) in a fine dining restaurant and my 
brother_____  _______________ (to study) German. He_____  
_______________ (to plan) on living with his girl friend in Germany. 
 
My mum_______________ (to send) her regards to you and my dad would like 
to meet you one day. I really hope to see you soon. 
 
          
 
          Best Regards, 
               Jacob 
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2. Read the story of a caterpillar.  Find words in the passage which rhyme with 

the words in the table below.  

 (5 marks) 

 

One day, there was a brown caterpillar eating some lovely green 

leaves.  “So many good things are green,” he said.  “I’m glad I’m green,” 

croaked a frog. “Green is great!” 

 

A ladybug was sitting on a rose.  “Green looks great on the frog and brown looks 

great on you.  For me, red is the best colour of all,” said the ladybug.  “I love my 

red body. It matches my hat.” 

 

The caterpillar thought red was nice too.  “I’m not green or red, I’m just plain, 

old boring brown,” he said sadly. 

 

“I think brown is beautiful,” said the ladybug.  “You should be 

proud of who you are.”  

 

1.  Example:  town - brown 2.  teen -  

3.  log - 4.  bad - 

5.  train - 6.  loud - 
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Written Tasks        (10 marks) 

 
1. Imagine you keep a diary, just like Grandma Maggie.  
 
Write a paragraph about how you spent last Sunday. 
Write down what you did and how you felt during the day.  
 
 
Sunday, 31st January 2016 
 
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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Composition        (20 marks) 

In not less than 120 words, write a composition on ONE of the following:  
 
1. At my grandparents’ house. 

How often do you visit your grandparents? How do you spend your time 
during your visits? Do you enjoy yourself? Why?  

 
2. A day I will never forget. 

What happened on this unforgettable day?   Where were you?  What did you 
do?   How did you feel? 
 

3. Write a letter to your friend about your plans for Carnival. Why are you 
looking forward to Carnival? Are you going to attend any Carnival parades? 
Have you prepared your costume? Describe your costume.  
 

4. Picture composition 
Look carefully at the pictures below and write a story about the pictures. 
 

The following words may help you:  
proud of,  excited,  paid a visit to,  basket,  patted,  puppies 
Give a title to your story.  
 

Title: ________________________________ 
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Title Number _______ 
Use this space to plan your writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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